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We would appreciate a copy of your Report 
and other literature regarding recreation in your 
city. 


Please place us on your mailing list. 


MACON PLAYGROUND ASSOCIATION 
MACON, GA 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


MACON PLAYGROUNDS 


FORSHEE YEAR 915 


UNIVERSITY OF FP i rinre pene eee 


AUG 1 6 1916 


To the Joint Committee of the Macon Playground 
Association and the Playground Committee of the 
City Council: 

The Supervisor of Playgrounds submits the fol- 
lowing report of the Macon Playgrounds for the year 
ending December the thirty-first, nineteen hundred 
and fifteen. 


MARY HESTER RICHARDSON—PRIZE WINNER IN DOLL CARRIAGE PARADE 


DIRECTORS OF PLAYGROUND ASSOCIATION 


C. H. BRUCH, President 

STEPHEN POPPER, Vice-President 
MISS FLORENCE BERND, Secretary 
A. R. WILLINGHAM, Treasurer 


PLAYGROUND COMMITTEE FROM CITY COUNCIL 


FREDERICK WILLIAMS 
— ED. ADAMSON 
W. T. MORGAN 
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COMMITTEE ON INSTRUCTORS 


MISS FLORENCE BERND 
MISS ROSA TAYLOR 
MISS LUTIE WESTCOTT 
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JOINT COMMITTEE 


a FREDERICK WILLIAMS, Chairman 
BRIDGES SMITH, Mayor 
ED. ADAMSON 
W. T. MORGAN 
LEE HAPP 
Cc. H. BRUCE 
STEVE WRIGHT 
ED. HUTHNANCE 
. W. E. HARROLD 
. MISS FLORENCE BERND 
y MISS ROSA TAYLOR 
MISS LUTIE WESTCOTT 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERVISOR OF 
PLAYGROUNDS 


E. J. GARMHAUSEN 


On July the 4th, 1911, the Macon Playground Association 
opened its first playground at Tattnall Square. Since this date, 
rapid advancement has been made in providing play space for 
the children. In its playground facilities Macon today ranks 
as one of the best equipped cities in the South. The city of 
Macon has a population of 55,000. Four playgrounds, Tattnall 
Square, South Side, East Macon and Vineville, are established 
in the four sections of the city. These playgrounds are open 
the entire year. One Supervisor is employed for the entire 
system and a woman director is provided for each playground. 
During the summer months, when the grounds are open at 
night, a director of boys’ activities is placed on each ground. 

In the past year very little equipment has been purchased. 
Sand boxes were built on each playground and new baby ham- 
mocks were supplied. An additional basket ball court and a 
tennis court were built at Vineville. The tennis court and a 
base ball field at East Macon were reconstructed. A long slide 
was purchased for South Side. ~* All playgrounds were provided 
with a volley ball court. Trees were planted on Tattnall Square 
and shrubbery at Vineville. Tether ball poles were erected on 
each playground and each place was supplied with jumping 
standards and twelve pound shot put. 

In an effort to secure the most efficient workers for the 
playgrounds, the Association passed the following requirements 
for applicants: 

An applicant must hold a High School diploma or its equivalent. 

An applicant must be of good health. 

All applicants must have had actual experience in playground work; or 
have successfully completed a course at some recognized school, giving a 
full course in physical training and playground work; or have satisfactorily 
served fifteen periods as a volunteer under the Macon playground Associa- 
tion. 

Satisfactory references are required. 


PLAYGROUNDS AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


The co-operation between the public schools and the play- 
ground has been splendid. Grammar School base ball, basket 
ba 1 and volley ball leagues were conducted during the past year. 
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Schools were visited and the children assisted in athletics and 
games. An effort to have the children take an interest in ath- 
letics and games during their recess periods has had good re- 
sults. Rules and regulations governing the Grammar School 
Athletic Leagues Were drawn up by the Playground Association 
and the influence of these has been to secure better behavior 
from the boys interested in athletics. The eligibility rule, 
which reads as follows: “Only those pupils who have received 
for the month previous a mark of a least ‘Fair’ in effort, pro- 
ficiency and deportment shall represent the schools in athle- 
tics,’’ has placed athletics and school work on a more equal 
basis and has made athletic ability not the only reason for a 
pupil to be given the honor to represent his school. The excel- 
lent co-operation of the Superintendent, Principals and Teachers 
has made the following results possible: 


School Activities—The Grammar School Athletic League is 
composed of the thirteen schools in the city. The trophies must 
be won two years to become the permanent property of the 
school. All games are played on the playgrounds. 


BASKET BALL—A. G. Spalding & Bro. trophy won by Winship school. 
Twelve schools—65 games— 610 boys—114 different boys participated. 
BASE BALL—J. W. Burke trophy won by Fort Hawkins school. 
Thirteen schools—42 games—915 boys—184 different boys participated. 
VOLLEY BALL-—McEvoy trophy won by Winship school. 
Thirteen schools—56 games—763 boys—139 different boys participated. 


May Festival—The May Festival was originally planned to 
be held during the Georgia Teachers’ Convention but rain inter- 
fered, and it was postponed and later formed a part of the 
program for the Jubilee. A large crowd of 8,000 interested 
spectators gathered on and around Cowles Hill, where the festi- 
val was staged, to witness the drills and fancy steps of the 
children. 

The training of these children was by no means a small 
undertaking. A total number of 834 children took part. There 
were 250 hours of actual training devoted to this by the play- 
ground directors; besides this amount of time, the Principals and 
Teachers at the various schools drilled the children at recess. 
The playground directors made 483 visits to the schools. 

The plan of the program was that each school was drilled 
in the same kind of a drill, so that in each number on the pro- 
gram there were thirteen groups representing thirteen schools 
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doing the same steps and drills in thirteen places on Cowles 
Hill, overlooking the city. 


PROGRAM: 

Doll carriage parade Age, under six 24 girls and carriages. 
Flower drill 4 playgrounds 80 girls. 
Fancy steps 13 schools 280 girls. 
Wand drill High school 30 girls. 
May Pole drill 13 schools 216 girls. 
Relay races 13 schools 78 boys. 
Three-legged race 13 schools 52 boys. 
Potato race 13 schools 26 boys. 
Hustle ball 4 playgrounds 48 girls. 
Playground games All taking part. 


PLAYGROUND ACTIVITIES 


The activities, which are mentioned below, are only those 
which have been organized, and do not take into consideration 
the daily programs and activities on the playgroundof which at 
present no record is kept. 


Basket Ball leagues were the first to be organized. A school 
and a Junior inter-playground league were conducted. 


_ School league—12 teams—65 games—610 boys—114 different boys. 
Junior league-- 4 teams—12 games— 65 boys— 36 different boys. 


Total 16 teams—77 games—675 boys—150 different boys. 

Base Ball was organized with a midget league on each play- 
ground, an inter-playground league and a school league. East 
Macon has a diamond on the playground. Vineville and South 
Side also have diamonds, but they are not large enough to ful- 
fill the requirements. Tattnall Square has none. The midget 
leagues conducted on each of the playgrounds were successful. 
The games in the school league and the games in the Tattnall 
Square midget league were played on the diamond provided for 
at Mercer University. 


Summary: 
School league 13 teams— 42 games— 915 boys—184 different boys. 
Playground 14 teams—-126 games—2561 boys—217 different boys. 


Inter-playground 4 teams— 32 games— 832 boys— 64 different boys. 


Total 381 teams—200 games—3808 boys—465 different boys. 
Tennis is a popular form of recreation for all ages and both 
sexes. This means of recreation should be more thoroughly 
developed in order to reach all classes in all sections of the city. 
For many, a private court is out of the question on account of 
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lack of space and cost of construction and repairs. Especially 
is this true of those who can find time to play only occasionally. 
Municipal courts could be provided for at less cost and be avail- 
able for anyone to use. These courts should be scattered through- 
out the city on desirable vacant lots and permission be granted 
for their use by permits issued by the Playground Association. 
The courts should be properly constructed and well fenced. 
Rules and regulations to keep them in good condition should be 
enforced. 

A playground tennis tournament was conducted on each 
of the playgrounds this past year. The winner in each of 
the events in the different classes, as classified below, repre- 
sented the playground in the the inter-playground city cham- 
pionship tournament. 


Summary: 
PLAYGROUND TOURNAMENT 
registered—219 matches played—581 participants. 


j CiTy TOURNAMENT 
45 entries 31 matches 
Winners 


Midget doubles—Theodore Anderson and Theodore Proctor—Vineville. 

Midget singles—Pat Hyman—Tattnall Square. 

Midget mixed—Robert Hatcher and Martha Clarke—Vineville. 

Junior singles—Erle Sellers—Tattnall Square. 

Junior doubles—Harry Beeland and Robert Hunter—Vineviile. 

Junior mixed—Robert Hunter and Mary Jones—Vineville. 

Senior singles—Milton Davis—Tattnall Square. 

Senior doubles—J. Larkin and T. S. Lowery—Vineville. 

Junior girls singles—Marion Pierce— Tattnall Square. 

Junior girls doubles—Evelyn Goodman and Melba Huthnance—Tat. Sq. 

Senior girls singles—Mattie Bell Jones—Vineville. 

Senior girls doubles—Susie Mae Dent and Mattie Bell Jones --Vineville. 

Volley Ball league for the grammar schools was the outcome 
of a revival of volley ball being played on the playgrounds at 
night during the summer. Each of the thirteen schools com- 
peted for the McEvoy trophy. Allof the schools have equipped 
themselves with balls and nets and the boys and girls are con- 
stantly playing this game during their recess periods. 

Athletic Contest conducted on the group system revived 
great interest in athletics during the summer. Each playground 
selected the ten best records in each class in the various events 
conducted at various times. The results were surprising. Points 
were awarded to the different playgrounds and Tattnall Square 
won by half a point over Vineville. 
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SUMMARY 


Classes Class Event 


Playground Unlimited 64in. 60 in. 55 in, Total av. av. Pts. 
Tattnall Square. .. . 249 41 98 115 503 101 34 77 
mere, oes Mak 187 Th 9] 117 472 1038 69 76% 
Bastaacon . « .) 255 119 100 134 608 LZ TO or 
BGUaoIde~ . 2 i. 206 123 140 198 667 162 111 55 

Total 897 360 429 564 2250 518 365 


Hikes were taken to stimulate more interest in outdoor life 
and nature study. Desirable routes and good places to hike to 
are now being looked up in anticipation of the hiking clubs 
which are being planned for next year. The directors of the 
various playgrounds arranged and took fifteen hikes during the 
summer, in which 470 children took part. Some of these hikes 
were taken in connection with picnics conducted by the play- 
grounds. 


Industrial Work was conducted under difficulties caused by 
lack of shelter houses. At Vineville playground, a tent was 
erected and some fairly good results were obtained. Twoclases 
were organized with 64 members enrolled, 38 morning sessions 
were held with a total attendance of 1,433, averaging 37 child- 
ren at each session. An exhibit, attended by 200 visitors, was 
held on the playground on the last day and 112 pieces of work 
were exhibited. 


Flower Clubs were organized on the playgrounds in an 
effort to get the children to beautify their play space. Each of 
the playgrounds had its little flower gardens, which the child- 
ren cared for. At Vineville, this club was especially successful, 
having a membership of 61 children who were divided into 
groups of three or four. Each of these groups was given a 
small plot of ground which was designed and planted by the 
children themselves, and there was keen rivalry as to which 
would be the prettiest plot. 


Festivals—Neighborhood entertainments were conducted 
at the different playgrounds during the summer. A Fourth of 
July celebration was held at Tattnall Square, in which all the 
playgrounds took an active part. The program included patri- 
otic talks by prominent citizens, recitations and singing by 
children, athletic events and feature racing. The last time the 
playgrounds were open at night for the summer, another joint 
festival was held at Tattnall Square and each playground con- 
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tributed to the program. Contestants from each of the grounds 
competed in events in which they had been competing on their 
own ground during the summer. Charles Dewberry was 
awarded the all around championship of the city at this festival. 


The athletic festivals, the tacky parties, the fancy costume 
parties, the watermelon cuttings, the flag day celebrations and 
the closing exercises which were given on the individual play- 
grounds were all well attended and many parents came and took 
an active part. A Confederate veteran furnished the music at 
one of these festivals. Children sang, story-tellers told good 
stories and recitations were rendered. These celebrations and 
the inter-playground festivals did much to develop community 
spirit. The feeling of acivic unit and of a civic fellowship was 
more firmly established in the hearts of all those who attended 
these social functions. During the year of 1915, there were 15 
of such gatherings held on the playgrounds with an aggregate 
attendance of 12,650. 


Clubs have been organized by the directors of the play- 
grounds. South Side playground has two very active organiza- 
tions, one for the juveniles and one for young people. Both 
these organizations have a very active membership and have 
taken keen interest in literary and educational studies as well 
as in the social functions. These clubs have a total membership 
of 38 in the juvenile and 25 in the young people’s club, which 
is known as the Friendship Literary Club. 

A Boys’ Hiking Club is active at Vineville playground with 
a membership of 32 boys between the ages of ten and thirteen, 
whose purpose it is to take hikes and study nature. This club 
is of recent organization but already has a waiting list for mem- 
bership. 

The Boy Scouts now have 19 scouts enrolled at National 
headquarters and have a total enrollment of 26 boys. 


NIGHT SESSIONS 

The playgrounds were open at night until 9:30 during the 
Summer months. South Side, Vineville and East Macon began 
the night sessions on June the 14th, and Tattnall Square was 
opened on July the first. All the playgrounds continued open 
at night until September 18th. Many young people and older 
folks who worked during the day, attended the playground and 
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obtained the much needed recreation. The young men and 
women joined in the ring games and took part in athletics. To 
have a ring game of more than a hundred in the circle was a 
frequent occurrence. Big brothers and sisvers played inthe 
same game with their smaller brothers and sisters. Mothers 
and fathers took part in the same games that the children 
played. 

During the 18 weeks that the three playgrounds were open 
and the 14 weeks that Tattnall Square was open, the total 
approximate attendance after 7 o’clock was 51,554. The aver- 
age nightly attendance for the four grounds was 673. 
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SOME DAY 


Macon has good playgrounds, but there are many things 
which it will be necessary to add some day to make it possible 
to obtain the very best results for the city and the citizens. 


Shelter Houses for each of the playgrounds is the most ur- 
gent need. These shelter houses should be equipped with an 
assembly room which can be used for a library or reading room, 
club room, entertainments, game room, and for industrial work. 
A comfort station, shower baths and locker room should be in- 
cluded. 


A Swimming Pool is much needed inthe city. To meet the 
demands made upon such a pool, there should either be a large 
pool centrally located or several smaller pools established on the 
the different playgrounds. 


Wading Pools are a great joy to the youngsters and each 
playground should be provided with one. 


Roller Skating is a wholesome and popular recreation which 
is indispensable. On the streets it is dangerous; on the play- 
grounds it would be supervised and well conducted. A skating 
rink on each playground would eliminate much danger and de- 
crease the number of our youthful law breakers who defy the 
city ordinance prohibiting skating on the streets. 


Industrial Work should be more fully developed on the play- 
grounds... ‘‘More in quantity and more in quality,’’ should be 
the slogan. Plain and fancy sewing, reed and raffia work, cook- 
ing and manual training under the supervision of competent 
and trained instructors, should be a part of the recreation of a 
child and part of the playground system. 


Story Telling is vital to a child’s development and more of 
it should be done by a competent story-teller. 


Tennis Courts should be scattered over the entire city under 
playground supervision to give every one an opportunity to use 
these courts and to make it possible to have all persons take 
part in this excellent recreation. 


Base Ball Fields—not so many, but better fields—should be 
provided to care for this great national pastime. These dia- 
monds should be available for all amateur players and the 
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younger boys. These places should be properly regulated and 
controlled. 

Social Centers would do much to develop our neighborhood 
spirit. These centers could be opened at night and much work 
done in civic development and recreation. Rooms should be 
provided for neighborhood Mother’s Clubs, Civic Associations, 
Library and Reading Room. Stage facilities in an assembly 
hall would develop neighborhood dramatics. Neighborhood 
clubs of boys and girls, such as Camp Fire Girls and Boy Scouts, 
as well as those mentioned above as organized on the play- 
ground, would have a meeting place. Gymnasium and shower 
bath would do much to develop the recreational facilities. 

Greater effort will be devoted to making the playgrounds 
more beautiful. Citizens having flowers and shrubs will do 
much for the children by donating them to the playground for 
beautifying the place where the child plays. When a child al- 
ways plays where there are no flowers and shrubs, he gradually 
comes to regard then as interfering with his play space. 


APPROXIMATE ATTENDANCE 


Tatt. Sq. Vineville South Side EastMacon For 4 grounds 
total daily total daily total daily total daily monthly daily 


attend. av. attend. av. attend. av, attend. av. total av. 
ane e ole lso4g 97 .3;216 214. 1.218 16 8,308 529 
epee 49>. 119ee 044 118° 4,068; 184 91,812. 86 10,919 507 
Diao (Ogee itera von) 127 ~~ «8,726 «6249 861,827 «660)=— 12,904 563 
Apr. =. 2,499 89° 3,030; 108 6,443 230 2,806 100 14,778 527 


Mayeiaio ol itylo3.--66 1,683 99 1,655 98 5,894 344 
Walenta. (2 O90 894-0208 168, 7,529° 313. 4,340. 181 ~ 18,177  76l 
ieee 1,001) coo) t, fols ros 11,607 400° 7,277 251 34,222 1,172 
Aug. . .6,460 281 5,166 225 1,850 374 4,316 196 23,792 1,076 
Sept. . . 7,684 258 5,165 184 6,822 244 5,854 191 25,025 877 


Oct. BENTG7 98 764 42 2,246 187 927 652 5,704 3879 
Noy. 2,448: 117 - 1,908 86 1,855 89 1,498 68 7,704 360 
eee (4 107 32,299 88° 2,398 92 1,475 57 8,946 344 
42,478 148 88,452 181 61,443 224 34,000 118 176,873 620 

Total attendance on 4 playgrounds for year 1915....... 176,373 
Average daily attendance un 4 playgrounds for year... . . 620 
Total attendance on base ball field outside of 

playgrounds from March 28th to June 9th (42 days) . . . 5,078 


Maneeaveragte for base ballfield...-  <«-.-...+:5-: 121 


TOTAL ATTENDANCE FOR YEAR .......- 181, 446 
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PLAYGROUNDS 


EK. J. GARMHAUSEN, Supervisor 


TATTNALL SQUARE 


Triangular in shape. 325 ft. x 550 ft. x 450 ft. 
Location—Tattnall Square Park. 
Miss JESSIE RAv, Director. 
W. M. WEAVER, Boys’ Director. 


SOUTH SIDE 


Location—Anderson and Second Streets. 
Play Space—300 ft. x 140 ft. 
Base Ball Field—245 ft. x 190 ft. 
Mrs. W. H. JACKSON, Director. 
JAKE ZELLARS, Boys’ Director. 


EAST MACON 


Location—Fort Hill and Mitchell Streets. 
Play Space—400 ft. x 225 ft. 
(includes base bail field) 

Miss Gussi£ RILEY, Director. 
FRANK SAMMONS, Boys’ Directer. 


VINEVILLE 
Location—Vineville School, Vineville Avenue. 
Play Space—130 ft. x 200 ft. 

Base Ball Field—230 ft. x 200 ft. 

Miss TEXAS HENDERSON, Director. 
ALBERT SWANN, Boys’ Director. 
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